WORSHIP OF THE HOUSEHOLD

Though confarreafoo was the only essentially
religious form of marriage, and was sanctified by
the presence of the pont^fex maximus and the
flamen Diahs, yet marriage even in the less
religious ceremony of coemptio was always a
sacrum It must not take place on the days
of state-festivals (fewae), nor on certain other
d^es rel^osi, such as those of the Yestaha or
the feast of the dead (Parentaha) Both the
marriage itself and the preliminary betrothal
(sponsaha) had to receive the divine sanction
by means of auspices, and in the ceremonies of
both rites the religious element, though bound
up with superstition and folk-customs, emerges
clearly enough The central ceremony of the
confarreatw was an act partly of sacrifice, part^
one might almost say, of communion The btttde
and bridegroom sat on two chairs united to one
another and covered with a lambskin, fehey^c>%ced
to luppiter bloodless offerings of'a tustie char-
acter (fr&ge8 et molam salsam), they employed
in the sacnfice the fundamental household neces-
saries, water, fire, a&d salt, and t&eoa^afc^&fce of
the sacred spdt-c^ke (fofe^ /ffirr&ws), from which
the ceremony derived its #ame The crucial
point in the more civil ceremony of coemptw
was the purely human and legal act of